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Senior Mike Girard was matched with his new guide dog, Eric, following a fundraiser started by Sigma PI in the spring of
2015 to cover the expense of the dog's care.
SEE MIKE, Page 3
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USD alum killed by stray
gunfire in Chicago

There
is
an
ongoing
discussion between Congress
and top military leaders who
believe women should no longer
be excluded from registering for
the draft. If a proposed House bill
to require women to register for
the draft passes it will affect over
half of the student population
at the University of San Diego.
It is no coincidence that
women registering for the draft
is a topic of interest after the
December 2015 decision to
open all combat jobs to women.
Women have long strived for
equality in the military and
the last step would be the
integration of women in the draft.
Since the inception of the
draft in 1917, men have been
required to register for the draft
once they turn 18. The draft
was highly utilized in the World
Wars and Vietnam War, but
hasn't been used since. After
the Vietnam War ended, the
draft was suspended by former
President, Richard Nixon, and the
military became an all volunteer
force. In 1980 registration for
the draft was reinstated under
the
Carter
administration.
A few USD students have

See DRAFT, Page 2

A 25-year-old University
of San Diego alumna passed
away Feb. 7, in Chicago. Aaren
O'Connor was in her car when
a stray bullet hit her in the back
of the head. She died two days
later in a Chicago hospital,
according to the Chicago Tribune.
O'Connor was on the phone
with her family in San Diego
when the bullet hit her head.
"She was having trouble
speaking," David O'Connor said
to the Chicago Tribune. "She
didn't know where she was. She
kept saying her head hurts, her
head hurts. I thought maybe she
was havinga stroke or something."
This act of violence is
not uncommon for Chicago.
According to the Tribune,
O'Connor's
death
will
probably be one of 400 or
500
homicides
this
year.
The loss of his daughter
has prompted David O'Connor
to advocate to bring an end
to the violence in Chicago.
While he told the Tribune that
he knows that is asking a lot,
but he wants to use Aaren's
name to create change for good.
Aaren O'Connor'scoworkers
started a memorial fund in her
name on GoFundMe. The fund is
intended to help her family offset
funeral costs and eventually

Photo courtesy of Willie Wilkov

Twenty-five year old Aaren O'Connor passed away Feb. 7,
after being hit in the head by a stray bullet in Chicago.
to develop a scholarship fund
for at-risk Chicago youth
who want to study abroad.
The
Aaren
O'Connor
Memorial fund has currently
raised $36,775 in eight days,
with a goal of $50,000.
"Our long-term goal is to
develop an after school program
at a community center in Aaren's
name where Chicago's youth
can come together to receive
the caring and resources they
need to choose a non-violent
path and open their hearts to
others," O'Connor's GoFundMe

page said. "Other suggestions
to provide healing to our
community in Aaren's memory
are welcome and encouraged.
May she rest in peace."
O'Connor graduated from
USD in 2012 with a BA in
Spanish Language and Literature
and
a
BBA
International
Business. During her time at
USD, O'Connor studied abroad
in Guadalajara, Mexico and
Tokyo, Japan. Her time studying
abroad inspired her friends to
put the memorial fund toward a
study abroad scholarship fund.
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both men and women.
Meanwhile
many
other
students agreed that the next
step for equality, specifically
eliminating gender bias, would
be to open the draft to women.
Jesse Frost, a staff member
at the USD Women's Center and
sophomore at USD, believes
that women should be required
to register just like men.
"Women
should
share
the burden of protecting this
country if there was ever
a great need," Frost said.
But not everyone was
so quick to agree. Several
students suggested that in theory
having women sign up for the
draft would be a great idea.
Some have argued that the
draft might encourage women
to be more aware of foreign
affairs; however, when asked if
they would personally sign up
for the draft there was hesitation.

NEWS EDITOR

Going into the fourth week of
classes and getting ready to start a
new internship I was a little high
strung. My Valentine's Day plans
included nothing but babysitting.
Commercially it is sold as a day
reserved for couples, so as a
single college student I thought
I would take advantage of the
moneymaking opportunity.
1 spent the morning at
Moonlight Beach building a sand
kingdom with a six-year-old boy.
He directed the construction and
I helped with the engineering
of our sand structure that grew
larger over the hours until other
children and their parents began
stopping to look at it. All day
long Sam made a conscious effort
to be nice to other children at the
beach who wanted to help build
the sand castle. He even kept
his composure when a toddler
accidentally stumbled through the
castle walls; I was proud of him;
this was a milestone for Sam.
When I left Encinitas I still
had 11 hours left of Valentine's
Day. It was one of the rare
instances in which I didn't have
anything planned. I got back to
my house and my roommates
had just returned from a couple's
massage. They reminded me that
I needed some pampering too,
but I wasn't about to fight the
crowds for it. Instead I started
my laundry. It was early enough
that I could wash, dry, fold, and
put everything away all in one
day. While the clothes were in the
wash I scrubbed my bathroom,
vacuumed my bedroom, and got
my school notes organized. I
even did a little bit of homework.
There is nothing more relaxing
than laying down in a clean room
with a checked off to-do list.
My phone calendar beeped,
reminding me that I had an
interview with Mike Girard. I
spent two hours talking to Mike
and learning about his guide
puppy Eric. It was a love story if
I had ever heard one. By the time
we finished the interview, it was
dinnertime and with no plans, I
asked Mike if I could join him
at the SLP. We went through the
buffet and ran into another friend,
Hector, who was grabbing a bite
to eat before church. The three
of us shared dinner together with
Eric lying under the table.
I drove home quite content.
At the end of it, my Valentine's
Day was full of love. There were
no flowers or boxes of chocolate.
I didn't go out for a romantic
candlelit dinner. I treated myself
to a clean room and good
company, and it was perfect.

17, 2016
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Talks of requiring women to sign up for the draft at 18 stirs
controversy in the government and civilian sectors.

believes the draft itself raises
questions about the logistics of
integrating women in the draft.
"If women are required to
register for the draft in the future,
there needs to be a detailed plan
that considers women's physical
expectations and limitations,"
Foussat said. "In order to come
to an agreement for what is best
for the security of our country
and the safety of those who
serve our country, we need to
think realistically instead of
basing our decisions wholly on
feelings of gender equality."
Active military service is
at an all-time low with only
0.4 percent of the American
population currently serving,
according to data from the
Department of Defense. It's been
argued that the draft of both
males and females would allow
the United States to build a larger
fighting force, and it would be

For example, junior Talia Malley

more diverse in case of urgent and

likes the theory of equality in the
draft but is conflicted in the reality
that someone could actually

catastrophic need. It would also
affect the future USD student
body if the draft were to be used.

Supreme Court Justice Scalia dies
NICK MANESSIS
CONTRIBUTOR

This past Saturday morning,
Antonin Scalia, one of the nine
Federal Supreme Court Justices,
died at the age of 79. He was
found dead in a hunting resort in
west Texas, where he had been
on a vacation hunting trip with
some friends. According to those
with him, he was feeling sick
the night before, and so went
to bed early. He didn't show up
to breakfast the next morning,
and was later found dead by
the hunting resort's owner, who
was concerned that he had not
showed up for the early meal.
Justice Scalia was born in
New York to an Italian immigrant
generation
father, and a first
Italian-American mother. He
attended Georgetown University,
where he was not only the
valedictorian, but also a debate
champion. After college, he
started working at a law firm, but
after six years left to teach at the
University of Virginia. Four years
later, he began his career in the
public sector, working a number
of positions, including being
appointed the Assistant Attorney
General for the Office of Legal
Counsel by Richard Nixon. He
then returned to being a professor
for five
more years, until he
was appointed as a Federal
Circuit Judge in Washington
D.C in 1982. In 1986, he was

nominated by Ronald Reagan to
be a Supreme Court Justice, and
was confirmed by the Senate
by a unanimous 98-0 vote.
As
a
Supreme
Court
Justice, Scalia made was known
for his strict fundamentalist
interpretation of the constitution,
and was considered by many as
the judge on the Supreme Court
that represented Conservatives,
the religious, and those in favor of
small-government. He was also
known for his strong personality,
and even stronger beliefs. In the
Supreme Court's most notable
of recent rulings, which ruled
in favor of gay marriage by
determining that any laws that
undermined the rights of gay
couples to freely marry were
unconstitutional, Scalia wrote
the dissent, which denounced the
majority ruling and claimed it was
a "threat to American democracy."
Other
notable
dissents
include his
voting against
the legality of Obamacare
twice, voting against deeming
unconstitutional an anti-sodomy
law passed in Texas in 2003, and
voting against the banning of
clergy members holding prayer
and performing duties in a public
school. Scalia often argued on the
behalf of the rights of the states to
make laws their citizens want, and
fought to ensure limitations on the
Federal government outlined in
the Constitution were followed.
In the eyes of Conservatives,

Photo courtesy of Supreme Court/Wikimedia Commons

Scalia served on the bench from 1986-2016.
he will very likely be championed
as a defender of the Constitution
and of limiting the reach and
power of the federal government.
On the flip side, in the eyes
of many liberals, he likely
will be seen as a barrier to
equal rights and a stubborn
man
with outdated
ideals.
The death of Justice Scalia
has already made an impact on the
current political climate. Ted Cruz
and Marco Rubio were the first of
multiple Republican presidential
candidates
to
stress
the
importance of the new president
in selecting the next justice,
while Democrats and the White
House have announced they plan
to have the position filled before
Obama leaves office. It will be
very interesting to see whether
Obama will nominate a justice
and whether it is successfully
confirmed by a simple majority

in the Senate, which is needed
to place a justice on the
Supreme Court, as Republicans
currently hold a strong 54-442 majority over Democrat and
Independent
representatives.
It
would
be
fairly
unprecedented if there was a
vacancy in the highest court in the
country for almost a year, but as
it is an election year and politics
have heated up, it is plausible that
the Republican Senate delays the
appointing of a new justice. To
further complicate things, Scalia
was one of four justices to be
considered conservative, while
there are four liberal justices
and one swing voter in Justice
Anthony Kennedy. If Obama
were to appoint a new justice,
he is likely to select one who is
liberal, which will tilt the power
of the courts decidedly in favor
of more progressive rulings.
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Blind student matched with guide dog
BROOKLYN DIPPO
NEWS EDITOR

Eric might be four-legged
and furry but he is more than a
friend to Mike Girard; the German
shepherd is a guide dog for the
blind student. In a fundraiser last
spring known as Operation Bow
Wow, the Sigma Pi fraternity
raised thousands of dollars to
fund the lifetime expense of a
guide dog for fellow Torero.
The lucky recipient of that
guide dog was Mike Girard, a
senior at University of San Diego
who is pursuing his bachelor's
degree in sociology. Girard was
not born blind; he lost his vision
in 1995 when he was 25 years
old.
Girard was en route to look
at a job working with blind and
disabled veterans when he was the
victim of a hit-and-run motorcycle
accident in Washington D.C. and
his optic nerves were severed.
"I awoke and I felt plaster,"
Girard said. "Well this is an
awfully nice joke, but why is it
dark? It must be night time."
Doctors were surprised that
he even survived the accident.
Following extensive surgeries
they anticipated that Girard
would spend his life paralyzed.
In fact, not being able to
walk again was his biggest fear.
Losing his sight was far less
concerning to him; it didn't seem

him. With their help Girard has
overachieved in his classes and
earned a 3.9 GPA. Girard says
that many of his professors are
perplexed that Fraternity and

like a setback in comparison.

Sorority Life members go out of

Girard believed that if Helen
Keller could attend university and
become a social activist without
sight or hearing, then he could
certainly manage being blind in
the 21st century with the help of
technology.
When
Girard
regained
his mobility he moved back to
Connecticut where he had spent
his teenage years, and began
attending Wesleyan University.
Girard immersed himself in
student life and joined the Beta
Theta Pi fraternity at Wesleyan.
Given multiple scholarship
offers, Girard decided to give the
warm San Diego weather a try and
started attending USD in the fall
of 2012. While he was determined
to be an exemplary student he
still had obstacles to overcome
including navigating the campus
and reading textbooks.
Reading textbooks is still the
biggest challenge to his education
and it is a problem Girard
thinks could be easy for school
administrators to resolve.
"If that book doesn't exist
[in braille or audio format] I
have to do one of three things,"
Girard said. "One, work with
the professor one-on-one who is
willing to do that or is receptive
to that. Two, try to find someone
who will read. Or three, go to
school without textbooks. And
nine times out of 10, that last one
has been the scenario."
A limited number of his books
are available through Learning
Ally, a non-profit dedicated to
creating audio textbooks for blind
students. Two sororities, Alpha
Chi Omega and Alpha Delta Pi,
have consistently taken the time
to read Girard's textbooks to

their way to help him.
Despite many preconceptions
on campus about Fraternity and
Sorority organizations, they have
become like a family to Girard.
"Greek life has enabled me
to transform a very challenging
life into a remarkable life,"
Girard said. "And through Greek
life I continue to find a new life.
They make me feel as though I
am still able, capable, that I am
still a guy."
Some members of Fraternity
and
Sorority
organizations
even helped Girard fill
out
applications for guide dogs. One
day Girard's friend senior Jesse
Nebres, a member of the Sigma
Pi fraternity, asked him why

Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista

Girard's guide dog, Eric, assists Girard around campus, stopping at sidewalk curbs to ensure safety when crossing the
street.
Sigma Pi to make meaningful
impact in his life. Sponsoring
Operation Bow Wow as our next
philanthropy was a unanimous
decision."
Sigma Pi began fundraising
for Operation Bow Wow in
January of 2015 and other
organizations
quickly
got
involved. USDTV made a
promotional video for the cause
and the Filipino Ugnayan Student
Organization took professional
photos for promotional materials.
The president of Beta Alpha Psi,
the accounting fraternity, assisted
with the finances
and every
other Fraternity and Sorority
organizations helped to spread
the word. The local ABC News
affiliates picked up the story
and the donations flooded
in.
Operation Bow Wow surpassed
its goal and raised over $10,000
in cash.
One of the biggest donations

"Greek life has enabled me to transform a
very challenging life into a remarkable life.
And through greek life I continue to find a
new life. They make me feel as though I am
still able, capable, that I am still a guy."
- Mike Girard
he didn't have a guide dog yet.
Without reliable income, Mike
could never decide what to write
in the part of the application
asking if he could financially
care for the dog's medical, dental,
food, and grooming expenses.
Nebres had the idea to propose
a fundraiser for Mike for his
fraternity's philanthropy event.
"When I told Mike's story
and suggested helping him get
a guide dog, I felt the energy in
the room change," Nebres said.
"Mike really is a guy who has
been though a lot of hardship,
and here was an opportunity for

came from a USD parent. Dr.
Teja Singh is a veterinarian at
the Animal Medical Hospital of
Poway who's daughter is in the
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. He
offered to provide free medical
and dental services for the life
of the guide dog which can cost
hundreds of dollars a month.
With the money to fund a
dog now, Girard moved forward
in the process of getting a guide
dog. In May, Guide Dogs of the
Desert in Palm Springs found a
match for him, a black lab named
Fritsie. Unfortunately the dog had
difficulty adapting to Girard's

living situation and navigating
Linda Vista so the dog was
reclaimed after a month.
In the meantime Girard
found a new housing situation
with the help of USD. He moved
on campus into graduate student
housing and he was ready for a
new dog.
Mike got a call from Eye
Dog Foundation for the Blind,
an organization based out of
Phoenix, Arizona last November
to discuss his application. They
found a match for him and invited
him to come to training in January.
He was paired with an 18-monthold German shepherd named Eric
and together they graduated from
guide dog training.
Starting a new semester,
however, has brought some
challenges to their training.
Because Eric is still a puppy he is
occasionally distracted from his
work by other dogs and students
on campus. For the next two
years Girard has to correct these
behaviors because if he doesn't it
can undo all of his training.
"It is important that I correct
his behaviors because my safety
and security is on the line," Girard
said. "In school we were taught to
use leash corrections which are
perfectly harmless to the dog."
Girard feels that some
students have a hard time
understanding that Eric is a
working dog and not just a pet.
Girard explained that Eric has
to be corrected so that he only
disobeys commands when it is
for his safety.
Other students can help with
his training by not approaching
or petting Eric while his harness
is on. Girard also invites them to
ask questions any time about the
training process or ask if they
need help navigating.
He said that all of his teachers
have been very open to having a
guide dog in class. He specifically

thanked Professor Hower for
reinforcing Eric's training and
making sure that other students
do not pet him.
While Eric's training will not
be complete for almost two more
years, with the continued support
of the USD community Girard is
confident that this dog will be his
guide for years to come.

Correction:
Last week The USD
Vista reported that
USD students and staff
can connect to the
new Internet server,
Eduroam, at over 400
locations. That was
a national statistic.
Eduroam can actually be
accessed at over 5,000
international locations.
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Life in plastic, diversity is fantastic
Mattel gives Barbie a new and improved makeover
JOAN O'LEARY
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

ABBY GENTRY
OPINION EDITOR
I will never forget the
episode of Grey's Anatomy
when Christina calls Meredith
"her person." From this moment
forward, I was on a quest to find
"my person." In my mind, the
perfect person was out there, I
had a mental checklist of what
she would be like as a friend. The
problem with this notion is that
there really is no such thing as the
perfect person, and, once again,
TV set me up for a false reality.
Lately I have realized
that you should not have "your
person" but rather "your people."
Having just one person will either
fail you or drive you to insanity. I
find so much more value in having
a wide range of people to go to
for certain situations. Each of my
friends is uniquely valuable, they
all serve separate functions in my
life and come together beautifully
to give me the support, affection,
and laughs that I need to survive.
I have friends who make
me laugh when I need it, friends
who set me straight when I really
need it, friends to talk to about
guys, friends to talk to about
faith, music, and everything in
between. While there is some
overlap, there is no one "mega
friend" that checks all the boxes.
Likewise, my friends have other
people they turn to when I cannot
fix what they need fixed
or
answer what they need answered.
This is not a negative reflection
of our relationship, it is just
understanding that people need
relationships all over the place.
It took me a while to
understand
that
I
cannot
be everything to every one
of my friends. I used to be
offended when I was not the
first person everyone turned to
when they needed something.
Sometimes
this
idea
translates into feeling unwanted
or not needed. While you may not
be exactly what they want in that
instance, trust me, they need you.
When I need help on a
deeper, spiritual level, I call
my friend from home. She has
always been my go-to for this.
When 1 need blunt honesty about
myself, my suite mate is there for
me. When I need a good laugh or
hug, I know my roommate will be
there in an instant. If I just want
to sit on the couch and watch
Jimmy Fallon YouTube videos,
I have someone for that too.
If one person cannot be
everything to you it does not
mean they are not a great friend
or vice versa. The point is, do
not fixate on having one person
butfocus on filling
• your life
with great, encouraging people.

Life in plastic is actually
going to be fantastic due to
the changes coming to the
traditional model of Barbie.
The classic bottle-blonde, thin,
empirically perfect Barbie is
getting a modern makeover.
According
to
Mattel,
the company that makes the
illustrious Barbie doll, Barbie
will now come in four body types
and 22 eye colors, with seven
skin tones and 24 new 'dos. There
are also 14 face sculpts to choose
from. This totals to a whopping
33 dolls that will be on the market

these diverse options for doll
choices help promote messages of
positive body image and positive
self-esteem for their children.
Junior Alexis Dachs shares
the truth about the older generation
of Barbie and why this new
makeover is a positive change.
"It's about time they do
something like this," Dachs
said. "I read an article that
said if the original Barbie was
a real woman she wouldn't
be able to stand because her
body proportions are so off."
In 2015, Barbie sales fell four
percent in the third quarter and
Mattel's stocks were down almost
43 percent from their peakin 2013.

self-perceptions. This was a time
before YouTube star, Riley, from
the video "Riley on Marketing,"
that went viral, demanded to
know why certain toys and dolls
were marketed to young girls.
Now with this new Barbie doll,
rather than having one standard
for girls to look up to, these petite,
tall, and curvy options help instill
the idea that beauty comes in all
different shapes,sizes, and colors.
Although this new Barbie
may seem like a very modern,
positive new development for
the feminist movement, several
feminist groups have pointed out
that they believe this is only a very
small step forward for Barbie.

action figures? Children of all
ages play with dolls. Many years
ago, Barbie only came in one
form— typically a Caucasian
housewife. Now, Mattel makes
doctor Barbie, vet Barbie,
President Barbie, teacher Barbie,
and many others. I think Barbie
can and should continue to evolve
and change in a positive way, but
we need to celebrate the steps that
have been made by Mattel so far.
Junior
Tania
Toussaint
shares why she thinks this is
a positive step forward for
the traditional Barbie doll.
"I think this is taking us one
step closer to finally and truly
accepting everyone's differences

111
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Since the release of the new model Barbie, Mattel has seen a rapid increase in sales.
this year. Another change is that
Barbie will now have moveable
ankles - this is huge because
now, like most normal woman,
she can wear flats. These new
Barbie dolls are a huge step in the
right direction for reshaping the
beauty standard and encouraging
young girls to love their bodies.
Over the last decade, girls
have been actively trying to
change the public sentiment
regarding what it means to be
beautiful. Now companies such
as Mattel are changing to adapt to
these new consumer demands and
expectations. With more inclusive
and diverse options to choose
from, people are more likely
to pick up a doll for their child.
This makes it a win for Mattel.
Consumers win in the sense that

As an adult, it's hard to
think about how my doll-playing
days may have affected me in the
long run. I always just picked
out what I deemed to be the
prettiest looking doll and played
with her for the afternoon. Many
women at the University of San
Diego also played with Barbie
dolls when they were younger.
Senior
Jordan
Vaughn
shares her childhood experiences
playing
with
Barbies.
"I remember when I was a
kid I always wanted to pick up
dolls that looked like me," Vaughn
said. "These options will help girls
have more of that opportunity."
Back in the pigtail days,
there was hardly any research
and evidence proving how
childhood toys may affect adult

They believe that the idea of a doll
objectifies women completely.
Senior Kaylin Bourdon
opens up about her opposing
view about the new Barbie model.
"It's
an
improvement
from the original Barbie, but
from a critical standpoint I
feel like it still communicates
to girls that looks are what's
important, especially with these
that your body type defines
who you are, " Bourdon said.
"I don't know how that would
be improved other than getting
rid of Barbie all together, I just
think they are a really sexist toy."
While I understand this
notion, I have to disagree. Young
girls have been playing with dolls
for hundreds of years. Should
young boys stop playing with

and more importantly, our
own differences," Tania said.
"Girls who play with Barbies
today will have such a different
experience than us since they
can relate in a different way
to the Barbie of their choice."
I would argue that these
newly diverse dolls affect young
girls in a positive way. These
dolls introduce girls to a variety
of potential careers and now
body images, making them an
inspiring and positive play toy
for young girls. I am excited
about these new changes that
Mattel has made to Barbie and
I am excited that little girls are
one step closer to understanding
that their beauty lies within their
uniqueness and that there is no
standard of beauty to conform to.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Being content during the season of Lent
USD students weigh in on their Lent participation

ABBY GENTRY
OPINION EDITOR
This
past
week,
the
University of San Diego campus
was swarming with students
marked with a black, ashy cross
on their foreheads. These are the
students who chose to attend the
Ash Wednesday service kicking
off the religious season of Lent.
In short, Lent is a 40-day
fast that ends on Easter Sunday in
which participants choose to give

goals. Some Catholics may find
this bothersome and insulting to
their religion while others see no
wrong in using this period of time
to practice personal self control.
Sophomore
Bentley
Porterfield participates in Lent
every year as a commitment
to
her
Catholic
faith.
"For me it's just important
to show that you're able to give
something up and have will
power," Porterfield said. "The
whole point is that Jesus gave up

"For me it's just important to show that you're
able to give something up and have will power.
The whole point is that Jesus gave up so much
for us and so I feel like it's kind of a way to show
respect and give something up for him."
-Bentley Porterfield
up an indulgence of their choice.
Traditionally,this fastis areligious
representation of commitment,
faith, and honor to God.
Though this season is
historically a holy representation
of something much bigger than
fasting, I feel that our society
has turned it into something
much more nonchalant. While
there are still large numbers of
people who honor Lent for the
traditional or religious reasons,
many choose to follow Lent for
their own personal gains and
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so much for us and so I feel like
it's kind of a way to show respect
and give something up for him."
Although many choose to
participate in Lent as a testimony
to their religion, some use Lent
for various, completely unrelated
reasons.
While
sophomore
Kendra Rudd-Gloster considers
herself a religious person, she
does not necessarily use lent for
its traditional religious purpose.
"Basically I look at Lent
as a second chance for my New
Year's resolution," Rudd-Gloser

said. "But I feel like it's easier to
stick with than my New Year's
resolution
because everyone
around me is trying so hard
to do so but because of their
religious own, personal, reasons."
As a religious person who
chooses to participate in Lent
every other year or so, I can relate
to both sides of the argument.
There is a part of me that wants
to respect and honor the religious
practice in its traditional way.
When Lent is followed as it is
supposed to be, there can be many
unique and enriching religious
benefits. Lent can be a great
time to cleanse your mind of the
typical day-to-day distractions of
our world. With that being said,
if someone chooses to participate
in Lent for no other reason than
to test their personal willpower, I
see no wrong in that. I will not let
my personal religious choices and
preferences affect how I view what
others choose to do with theirs.
"It
doesn't
necessarily
bother me [when people use Lent
in a non-traditional way] because I
don't really see anything wrong in
testing your willpower," Bentley
said. "I'm not super extreme
but I could definitely see some
people who are really into their
faith taking it kind of personally."
I think if one chooses to
follow Lent for religious purposes, ~

Photo courtesy of University of San Diego

The traditional Ash Wednesday service held in the Immaculata.
there are ways that result in
greater benefits. While giving up
chocolate or soda may be hard,
it would be much more valuable
to take something on rather than
give something up. For example,
you may try to go to church every
Sunday or pray a little more often.
This way, you avoid falling into
the trap of making Lent a diet of
sorts and focus on this time as a
spiritual and personal endeavor.
Sophomore
Kiersten
Nordli shares why she is
choosing to participate in Lent
but not by giving anything up.
"This year 1 decided to take
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on a personal challenge," Nordli
said. "I want to do something for
Lent but I don't like when people
use Lent as an excuse to diet."
Since these 40 days can be
such a personal, spiritual, and
emotional endeavor, there really is
no right or wrong way to go about
it, just ways that could potentially
result
in
greater
spiritual
gains. It is not my place, nor
anyone else's, to judge whether
others' intentions with Lent are
justifiable. Whether you are
participating in Lent for religious
purposes or your own personal
reasons, more power to you.
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SBA changes name to School of Business
Dean Alonso Gomez talks several initiatives pertaining to the School of Business
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Now that the El Nino storms
are over and the local weather is
back to its usual sunny self, we get
to enjoy the great outdoors once
again. One unique way to spend
more time in the sun is to take
your grocery shopping outside, by
going to one of the local farmer's
markets that are offered every
week throughout San DiegO.
The markets are held in
various locations all around
the city, and most of them
are less than a 20 minute
drive away
from campus.
Each of these markets are
open on different days of the
week. Pacific Beach hosts a
farmer's market every Tuesday
and Saturday, Ocean Beach
reserves
Wednesdays, Linda
Vista and North Park snag
Thursdays, Little Italy takes
Saturdays, and Hillcrest, La
Jolla, and the Gaslamp District
all have farmer's markets every
Sunday. You can find
more
information about the times
and locations of these markets
on the San Diego Farm Bureau
website, which also lists the types
of produce and items you can
expect to find at these markets.
My favorite market is
one held in Hillcrest every
Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
This market offers a wide range
of locally-grown fruits and
vegetables, as well as many neat
flower vendors and art stands
that are fun to walk through.
Some of the most popular
vendors at this market include
one that sells different flavors
of locally-produced honey, and
another that serves exotic flavors
of lemonade, including one with
chili powder sprinkled on top.
Even if you don't do your
grocery shopping at these markets,
there is always a great assortment
of clothing and trinkets. The
markets are also a great place
to grab lunch. At the Hillcrest
market, I always stay well into
the afternoon to grab a hot panini
or a grilled Turkish kabob, as this
market in particular has a wide
range of great hot food options.
The produce you can get
at these farmer's markets is
always straight from the local
farms where they're grown.
Shopping at these markets not
only allows you to buy fresh,
organic produce, but it often ends
up being cheaper than what you'd
spend at a typical grocery store.

Recent
rankings
by
Financial
Times
magazine
have put the University of San
Diego School of Business in
the spotlight in recent weeks.
However, the preparation for
continuous improvement begins
with outstanding and sometimes
eccentric leadership. Dean of USD
School of Business Jaime Alonso
G6mez, PhD., has tremendous
goals and aspirations for all
USD students and graduates, and
in doing so hopes to establish
positive changes for all Toreros.
Dean Alonso Gomez first
came to USD in 1993, but during
this time he was also dean of
the Instituto Tecnologico y de
Estudios Superiores de Monterrey
in
Mexico,
or
Monterrey
Institute of Technology for
short. Gomez founded the
business program at Monterrey
Tech
which
subsequently
became good friends with USD.
Gomez
has been
the
dean for the USD School
of Business for the past six
months and is very enthusiastic
about
the
school's
future.
One of the changes students
may or may not be aware of
is the name change of the
school. Dean Alonso Gomez
has confirmed that the name
will no longer be USD School
of
Business
Administration,
but instead University of San
Diego School of Business.
The University of San
Diego School of
Business
Administration has cradled this
name since 1972, but will now be
dropping the word administration.
Dean
Alonso
Gomez
explains
the
reasoning
behind
this
name
change.
"Yes, we dropped the word
administration because the word
administration is now associated
with computer packages and
computer
systems,"Gomez
said. "In reality the School of
Business engages in leadership,
management, strategy, and also
into tools and methodologies for
our professionals to be highly
competitive, in addition to being
well rounded persons with
integrity and ethics. The School
of Business actually describes
in more robust ways who we
really are and what we do."
This choice came from a
petition from the board members
and constituents from the San
Diego area, and it was a consensusbased decision. Dean Alonso
Gomez bounced all these ideas
among faculty members and the
provost, and it was unanimously
concurred that the School of
Business should change its name.
Rebranding the entire SBA

line will take time. It will definitely
not happen overnight, but there
have been some notable changes
including changes in the official
stationery and the web page.

explains how these individual
factors can fortify and synergize
the
three
most
important
recognitions the business school
has in orderto have a positive spiral.

"It will be very difficult to be No. 1, but we
want to be number one in the combination of
—Dean Alonso Gomez
the three factors."
Some students may have
even seen the new Snapchat
geofilter that can be found
near and outside of Olin Hall.
Junior Michael Rodriguez,
a finance
major, believes this
change
should
have
been
made when the school opened.
"Why did USD wait until

"If you have two molecules
of hydrogen and one of oxygen,
individually they are gases but
when you put hydrogen and
oxygen together, and you have
an electric spark, you will have
water," G6mez said. "Water
has the capacity to satiate thirst,
produce life, it has many what we

Another program Alonso
Gomez is implementi ng is a double
degree program, just like the one
he created at Monterrey Tech.
This
program
is
for
undergraduates
as
well
as
graduates.
If
an undergraduate
student spends two years with
USD and studies abroad for
one year in either Milan, Italy,
Comillas, Spain, or Dublin .Ireland
they would have a valid European
degree and a degree from USD.
This double undergraduate
degree will increase the degree's
value allowing students to pay
the same amount of money and
put in the same amount of time.
In fact, this program has been

Photo courtesy of sandiego.edu
Dean Alonso Gomez brings his international experience to USD.

2016 to change the name of its
business school?" Rodriguez
said. "Seems like it should
have
always
been
named
as the School of Business."
Dean Alonso Gomez has
mentioned manyother noteworthy
initiatives USD's School of
Business plans to implement
in the near and distant future.
USD is particularly good at
three things: entrepreneurship,
international
mobility,
and
business
education.
Dean
Alonso
Gomez
mentions that USD School
of Business needs to merge
all
three
components.
"It will be very difficult
to be No. 1 in all three
categories," Gomez said. "We
want to be number one in the
combination of the three factors."
Dean
Alonso
G6mez

call, emerging properties, which
are not found in the individual
components. Water is a systemic
harmonious
combination
of
individual elements, but water
is much more than a linear
addition of each of the parts."

available as of Spring 2016.
At the graduate level,
the MBA program will have
international regional advisory
boards
in
Europe,
Latin
America, Middle East, and
Asia. The purpose is to increase

"It seems like USD's businsess school should
have been names the School of Business since
—Michael Rodriguez
the beginning"
In essence, Dean Alonso
Gomez wishes to create an
upward spiral by combining the
three primary components in
order for them to collaboratively
yield a more valuable business
degree. Increasing the value of
the USD business degree is at the
frontline of the initiatives, this
is because it is intended to be an
entry card to the business world.

internship,
networking,
and
entrepreneurship opportunities.
USD's primary mission
is to fortify and maximize the
value of the more than the 2,400
degrees USD issues annually.
A USD education fosters wellrounded individuals with an
integrity-based
profile
that
the world needs and many
companies in the world want.
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USD Social Innovation Challenge

Students given the opportunity to pitch their ideas for social change to venture capitalists
HENLEY DOHERTY
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR
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The University of San Diego
gives students many opportunities
to raise capital. In fact, through
the Center for Peace and
Commerce, the Social Innovation
Challenge has been one of the
more predominant competitions.
The
Social
Innovation
Challenge is scheduled to be
held throughout the upcoming
months. While the deadline to
enter this challenge has already
passed, students and faculty now
have the opportunity to witness
the challenge unfold as the
contestants compete for funding
for their proposed projects.
Both individual and group
competitors are accepted into
the competition. To enter the
challenge, students must come
up with an important and relevant
environment, academic, social,
or related issue to focus on, and
formulate a change or potential
solution to the issue that they
choose.
Students'
proposed
projects may consist of either
an idea or the actual formation
of a company or a non-profit
organization. If they win the
challenge, contestants receive
funding from a sponsoring
company
or
organization,
such as the Moxie Foundation,
which has been sponsoring* this
competition for the last two years.
This year, there are also
benefits awarded to certain
participants, based off of two
separate motivating tracks. First,
contestants that propose to use
wireless or mobile technology
as a part of their innovation
project will receive $5,000 as
part of the Mobile Technology
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Social Innovation Challenge posters are all over campus increasing awareness.

Track. Women that enter the
competition can also be awarded
up to $10,000, as a part of
the Women Innovators Track.
The
Social
Innovation
Challenge consists of three
rounds as well as a final awards
ceremony on April 29th in
which the winner(s) will be
decided and announced. In the
first round, contestants pitch
their ideas and answer questions
about their proposed projects.
Contestants who make it to the
second round must present a
more comprehensive and detailed
plan for how to implement their
project, as well as compose a
video highlighting their project.

The contestants that are chosen
to continue to the third round of
the challenge are then confined
to a six-minute presentation
of their project in front of the
competition's main judges, and
from there, the remaining finalists
attend the awards ceremony
and await the announcements
the winners of the challenge.
The
intensive
process
of the challenge may seem
overwhelming.
However,
in
addition
to
providing
funding, it also provides realworld experience to all of the
challenge's contestants, in having
them learn to effectively pitch
and present their ideas as they

would to any venture capitalists,
investors, or even shareholders
in the actual business world.
In past years, winners of this
challenge have started incredibly
successful organizations and
companies that address relevant
issues, such as the Community
Allies
for
Psychological
Empowerment
(CAPE),
an
organization that offers mental
health care to those with financial
instability in San Diego, and
the
GodFreds
Foundation,
which
provides
affordable
schooling in various small
villages to children in Ghana.
Senior Kay Bayles sees the
many benefits the competition
has for competing students.
"This
challenge
gives
students the opportunity to get
their hands on work in a real life
work environment, giving the
them the opportunity to practice
pitching ideas to a panel and
having to go through the process
of trying to receive funding if
they are successful," Bayles

awesome competition!" Meske
said. "It gives students a chance
to creatively make a difference
and give back to the community.
It also provides students with
an amazing opportunity to put
their hard work into building
blocks for their future career."
Senor
Kyle
Fernando
also shared his thoughts on
the
opportunities
provided
to students by the challenge.
"The Social Innovation
Challenge
is
an
excellent
opportunity for students to
explore the idea of social
entrepreneurship, and potentially
get funding for a groundbreaking
idea," Fernando said. "It really
encourages young people to
explore ventures outside of the
traditional business realm, and
to focus on bringing change to
the communities that need it the
most. Not only does it teach great
lifelong values to the students
involved, but it also help those who
are less fortunate in the process.
If students are interested

"The Social Innovation Challenge is
an excellent opportunity for students to
explore the idea of social entrepreneurship,
and
potenially
get
funding
for
a
—Kyle Fernando
groundbreaking idea."
said. "This competition is a great
idea as it gives the student an
opportunity to learn from outside
of the classroom in a more formal
setting and also gives them the
chance to start their very own
organization, which could end
up becoming their actual career."
Junior Lucy Meske also
sees the value for students
that compete in this challenge.
"I think that the Social
Innovation Challenge is an

in competing in the challenge
during their time at USD, this
is a great opportunity to learn
from the current contestants as
they are announced, to see how
to strategize and pitch their ideas
impactfully and successfully in
order to win the competition. In
witnessing the Social Innovation
Challenge
from
the
start,
students can get a better idea of
whether they think they should
enter the competition next year.

Business app of the week: Peak
GOT ISSUES?
*

WE DO.

24 OF THEM IN FACT.

WRITERS MEETINGS
SLP403B Tuesday 12:30
xnaitaging@usdvlsta.com

Peak is a free brain-training app that offers many
interactive games that allow its users to improve their
memory, expand vocabulary, and sharpen problemsolving skills. Peak is available through the App Store
and the Google Play Store. After creating your own Peak
profile, the app tracks your progress and customizes
games and personal goals to your own skill level. Peak
also collects the data from all of its users and segments
this information based off of people's professions,
allowing Peak's analysts to observe people's learning
skills and mental abilities and how they differ based
on their own line of work. This data provides insight to
business of all kinds by revealing how they can more
effectively teach new skills to employees and implement
new training programs. Peak also allows the app's
analysts to help better our collective understanding of
how people's brains function and acquire new skills.
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Step into any supermarket in February and you will be reminded of an important date. All you have to do is walk into the nearest aisle and
| you will quickly spot the endless options of candy, flowers, teddy bears, and bright colors of red and pink. This day, for many, is a
celebration of love, especially for those who have been hit by cupid's arrow.
If you have been hit by cupid, Valentine's Day is most likely a day filled with romance, fun, and spending time with your significant other.

For others, this day is just Feb. 14, and an average Sunday.
So now that Valentine's Day is over and the red and pink M&M's are on sale, what's the next move for those in the dating scene?
University of San Diego students shared their thoughts on dating experience, dating do's and don'ts, and anything they felt needed to be
known regarding relationships.
First, let's talk about dating deal-breakers. Love is a truck and an open road:
Somewhere to start and a place to go. However, after that horrible first-date, this open road seems to dead end with nothing good in sight.
Junior Samantha Seibt knows from personal experience that the number one deal breaker in dating is cheating. Samantha's first relation
ship ended very badly after finding out that her ex had another girlfriend during the time he was dating her.
"Cheating is freaking rude," Seibt said. "To both sides. It can create trust issues for years."
Senior Patrick Zimmer also agreed with Samantha on the concept of cheating. He is a strong believer in personal freedom, but knows that
cheating is a boundary you don't cross.
"I want my girl to be as free as she wants to be," Zimmer said. "If she really loves me, she wouldn't cheat anyways. She can do whatever
she wants and what makes her happy, but cheating shouldn't be one of these things. In a happy relationship you still need freedom,
especially in college, so you can develop your own personality."
While cheating may be an obvious deal-breaker, some students think that without a sense of humor, they wouldn't be able to get past the
first date. Senior Tayler Nunez believes that humor is key to any relationship and if the other person has no sense of humor, then the
relationship is not nearly as fulfilling.
"They need to be able to hang with my friends and I need to like their friends and preferably all hang together," Nunez said. "They have to
make me laugh, if they have no sense of humor it won't be fun and I don't like that."
Similarly to Nunez, junior Jack Minnick finds a strong personality and comical side to be a big part of any relationship especially when
eginning to date someone.
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"I am constantly trying to stay positive," Minnick said. "I need someone who can laugh with me and if they don't have a good sense of
humor, then it is not happening."
Many students at USD have held long-distance relationships. For some students, this is a dating do, if you are really in love with the
person. Senior Annalysa Vasquez is currently in a long-distance relationship, which she has maintained for two years. Her current boy
friend is a international DJ and travels all around the world. To Vasquez, long-distance dating is a dating do.
"Although long distance can be challenging at times, it is so worth it," Vasquez said. "It can be challenging, but we make it work. My best
advice for people that do long distance, is know your ends, know where you want the relationship to go and don t be afraid to talk about
anything or everything".
Senior Patrick Zimmer doesn't seem to agree on this. Zimmer came to USD from Germany three years ago and tried 2 VI years of long
distance with his girlfriend at the tune. After a year of long-distance, Zimmer knew that he had to end the relationship, due to the fact that
? they could only see each other once or twice a year.
"Find someone that you really love, and don't settle for someone that you don't love with your entire heart, just because of the fear of not
finding someone else, or for some other reasons," Zimmer said. "As long as it feels right, and you really love that person and the person
loves you everything else doesn't really matter."
Besides deal breakers and dating musts, some USD students expressed other positives that help progress and reinforce relationships.
Senior Courtney Murphy has been in a relationship for some time now and thinks technology has helped to strengthen her long-distance
relationship.
"After Facetime became a thing, Will and I are constantly using that to stay connected and close," Murphy said. "Even though it is not the
|ame as being next to the person, it allows you to see them and makes you feel even just a bit closer than simply talking over the phone.
Senior Hannah Guggisberg discussed the role of technology in a different light.
"I've seen so many friends get hurt over seeing their ex or current partner doing something on social media like being tagged in a photo or
seen in a snapchat that didn't portray them in the best light and could hurt their relationship," Guggisberg said. "This can be really
detrimental to the relationship, unfortunately, because social media is so big these days and you never know what other people might
post."
If you are currently dating someone, in a relationship, or looking for the right person to spend time with, look out for those dating
deal-breakers, do's, don'ts, and anything else that strikes you as good or bad.
Like Celine Dion says, listen to your heart USD.
Krista Pinya/The USD Vista
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Money can buy
happiness

LAURA TRESSEL
COPY EDITOR

In a recent conversation
with my roommate, I revealed
that I believe so much more in
the necessity of money than I
did a few years ago. As soon
as the words came out of my
mouth, I almost regretted them,
not wanting to seem greedy.
However, she agreed with me,and
I realized that I can't be the only
one who scorns the naive belief
that money can't buy happiness.
For me,the constant concern
about money hit about a year
ago when two major epiphanies
struck: I was going to graduate
college in a year and be thrown
out into the real world, and I was
deeply committed to a very long
distance relationship. The issue of
graduation is one that is constant
but has yet to actually happen, so
my financial concerns seem less
looming. For now, I am able to
push the thoughts of moving back
home penniless out of my mind.
The second issue has been
more of a struggle. I live 6,000
miles away from my boyfriend,
which means a round-trip visit is
worth anywhere from $1,200 to
$1,700. I never thought I would
get myself involved in a situation
like this, but you can't help who
you love, right? The only problem
is that I also can't help my
financial situation. Money doesn't
grow on trees, and when you're
already paying for books, bills,
and nights out in PB, the travel
fund doesn't inflate very quickly.
My situation is surely
not the same as others', but I
know my sentiments hit home
with at least a few of my peers.
For those of us not completely
reliant on our parents' generous
support, figuring
out how to
be frugal is a difficult reality
to face when college offers us
so many options. Concerts,
weekend trips, and endless
dinners out tempt us constantly.
One of the worst feelings is
turning down an invitation to do
something because all the fun is
bleeding your bank account dry.
So, when people say that
money doesn't buy happiness, I
disagree. If I had the money to
go to every movie and meal my
friends invited me to, or to jet off
to Italy whenever I Wanted to see
my boyfriend face-to-face, I can
guarantee that I would be in a
happier state of mind than I am
at this moment. Money allows us
to spend time with the people we
love and do the things that make
us happy. It may seem selfish to
want a few more zeros at the end
of the number in my bank account,
but the reality is, there are things
that we really can't accomplish
without that powerful green paper.

Hello From the Other Side,
Has Chivalry R e a l l y Died?

Business Editor Diego Luna weighs in on millennial dating & the suspected death of chivalry at USD
Dating: a feeling, an event, or even an act that
some cultures have considered taboo. I'd like to
think that everyone has a definition of their own.
However, to me it means a casual outing between two
people that possibly share an interest in each other.

Gentlemen, do it right or don't do it at all. Nothing
says "I'm not that interested" more than half-assing your
efforts to enchant your date. Don't use cheesy pick
up lines because chances are you didn't come up with
them. Language was invented for one reason boys, to
woo women, and in that endeavor, laziness will not do.

Personally, I like the idea of dating. I believe it's a great
Be yourself, and don't lie to get what you want;
opportunity to engage in meaningful conversation while
sippingawarmcupoftea,coffee,orwhatevertickiesyourfancy. it makes you seem inconsiderate and selfish. Open
doors for her, walk on the sidewalk that is closest to the
The fear of rejection has overwhelmed the minds street, and for goodness' sake, take a shower. As cliche
of both males and females, but I believe it's healthy to as this might sound, be chivalrous. Be a well-spoken
step outside your comfort zone every once in awhile. gentleman, say please, and follow up with a thank you.
1 am not in a relationship, and I did not say these things
I am unable to represent dating opinions for the
entire male student body at the University of San because I am advertising myself. I did it because 1 don't
Diego but I can offer a unique, alternative perspective. have the luxury to only see things as a guy. I have both male
and female friends that go through adversities each day, and
Recently, I have sought to approach my interest my job as a gentleman is to ensure that chivalry never dies.
nonchalantly and come off as a friendly character, one that
However,
I
will
admit
that
a
certain
evokes a sense of good old-fashioned charm and humor.
someone has caught my eye recently. I won't
I like to think that ladies enjoy a modest compliment. mention her name because 1 still don't know it.
If us gentlemen decide to compliment your cute outfit,
She has a light skin tone that resembles a porcelain
your glowing smile, or that haircut that you thought
no one would notice (and by the way, we do), I hope doll, maybe a shade or two darker than pale, her brunette
that doesn't make us creeps. It's simply meant as a hair is slightly above her shoulders, green eyes that of
nice gesture we want to share with you. I think that's which remind me of Finland's Aurora Borealis, a thin torso,
called speaking your mind or something like that. maybe two or three inches shorter than me, and a clothing
style that says she's classy, educated, well-reserved, and
Okay, so what about the actual date? Ladies, Tlove that fun. She presents herself as a lady that of which is only
you like to dress up and look nice, but don't feel obligated to found in fairytales .You know, the ones that make a man
be super dolled up for a simple coffee date. If I invited you doze off and wonder, "Wow, how is a girl this gorgeous
outfit's because I enjoy your company and want to experience able to say so much, without saying anything at all."
the lovely personality you have behind that beautiful facade.
Maybe soon I'll approach her, I'll introduce
The use of technology in today's society is inevitable. myself to her, and say "Hi, you inspired me to write
But, if we're out having dinner with a nice view from an entire article in the school newspaper about you."
the patio overlooking the Pacific Ocean as the sun sets,
Ladies, if you open up and give us a chance to show you
we'd appreciate it if you stayed off your phone and didn't
Snapchat every single thing that crossed your path. We all that chivalry is not dead, maybe you'd understand that dating
have emergencies, I get it, but checking your phone every is not that bad.Gentleman,same goes for you: step it up, dudes.
four and a half minutes makes us feel irrelevant and boring.

The views expressed i n the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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What does love mean to Toreros?
USD Women 's Center hosts 6What Does Love Mean To You?'

ELAINE SELNA
CONTRIBUTOR

TAYLER REVIERE VERNINAS
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
You know what can be
extremely frustrating? Working
hard at something, only to
have it be disregarded by
others. In my case, it is being
a writer and editor for The
USD Vista school newspaper.
"Wait, what? We have a
school newspaper?" Thanks for
noticing because I spend about
seven hours every Tuesday on
fourth floor SLP using InDesign
to create the wonderful Arts &
Culture pages. But keep doing
you, and use the pages to make
origami airplanes. Because hey! at
least you noticed the paper, right?
Newspapers are a significant
source for you to receive news
media on campus. Unfortunately
for us print-lovers, which
I must say are very few,
social media networks have
substantially impacted the ways
in which we receive and share
all kinds of information. Sadly,
it creates a lack of attention
toward
the
20-something
pages of pure awesomeness.
I am totally biased when
it comes to print but there is
definitely
something
about
holding a tangible newspaper
that contains stories about events,
people, places, and passions. The
whole point of the crossword
puzzle on page six was for you
to write all over it, scribble out
the wrong answers, and sit there
in agony because you could
not figure
out three across.
Why do people fail to read
the school newspaper? I might
have an idea as to why and
that is, because the majority
of people don't really care.
Then again, I should stop
being cynical and appreciate
those readers who do contribute to
the paper, let alone read an article
or two. And maybe having an
indifferent attitude about interests
that do not particularly pertain
to me is something I, along with
many others, should work on.
Which is insanely hard because if
we have no interest in something,
why the hell would we dedicate
our precious moments of life to it?
Here's a thought: spending
time on something we do not
normally dedicate our attention to
might just open our perspective to
new things we have otherwise not
noticed or come to appreciate. We
might discover an unknown detail
that could possibly trigger some
form of new interest or passion.
While I can complain
how my work goes unnoticed,
I should probably take the
initiative of recognizing someone
else's work that also might be
overlooked. Then I will at least
show recognition to another, and
therefore foster this culture of care.
Meanwhile, I am going to
do my very best to make The
USD Vista the most interesting
pieces of paper to look at every
Wednesday. So interesting that
the stacks of newspapers in
Serra Hall will be nonexistent.

Although the nationally
trademarked
holiday
of
Valentine's Day tends to focus
on buying something special for
a romantic other, the University
of San Diego Women's Center
shared love for all this year.
Last Thursday they hosted an
on-campus event that included
discussions about love, asking
students what it means to them.
Senior Elizabeth Stenger,
who works at the Women's
Center, thinks that highlighting
and
recognizing
different
kinds of love is important.
"We want to spread
awareness
of
different
types of love and different
expressions of love especially
on a college campus around
Valentine's Day," Stenger said.
At the event there were

Photo Courtesy of USD Women's Center

USD Law student, Maureen Gregory poses outside with her powerful message on love.
Senior
Francesca
Calleo shares her plans for
spreading the lovely message.
"I am going to give it to my
friend Kailey Williams," Calleo
said. "She has been someone I
met my freshman year and we've
been best friends ever since
and she is someone that I look
up to and also find support in."

of the notecards with my
residents in empowering them
to express their love," Reyes
said. "Especially on a holiday
like Valentine's Day where it is
always about significant others
but [...] no, we experience love
everyday in different forms."
Sophomore Kyra Anderson,
who has been working at the
center for two semesters, thinks
this event helped emphasize
the different ways students
can learn from one another as
well as foster mutual respect.
"There
are
multiple
perspectives regarding love,"
Anderson said. "There are
multiple meanings of love and I
think that it is important that we
embrace all of them and let people
express what they think love is."
The event attracted students
walking on campus and some
even took the note cards to
pass on the love to friends.

The students in attendance

The Women's Center has

had insightful ideas of what
loves means to them and what
they think love should look like.
USD
Law
student
Maureen Gregory comments

upcoming events for National
Eating Disorders Awareness
Week,
Feb. 22-26, the
screening of "Paris is Burning"
Feb. 18, and the production

on what love means to her.
"Love
is
respect
to
me," Gregory said. "I think
that if you don't have any
respect in a relationship then
you have no relationship.
Respect
is
reciprocal."
Senior Katie Coutermarsh
also stopped by to share her

of Vagina Monologues Feb.
22. More information can
be found in room 420 in the
SLP or on their USD website.
With these events, the
Women's Center hopes to
provide an opportunity for
empowerment and expression
for the members of USD.

"/ actually did this idea of the
notecards with my residents in
empowering them to express their love."
- Andrea Reyes
various activities students could
partake in. There was a photo
booth area where students
could write on a white board
what love means to them and
have their picture taken. The
Women's Center hopes to create
a collage of these images to
share with the USD community.
Recognizing all types of love
is a message they hope will
inspire the USD community.
The tables also included
"Pay it Forward" notecards that
had words of affirmations such
as, I think you are beautiful/
attractive/a joy to be around. The
Women's Center plans on passing
out these notes throughout
campus in order to spread the love.
One of their goals is to educate
people of the USt) community
about
healthy
relationships.
Graduate Assistant for the
Center, Andrea Reyes, helps
the undergraduates working

appreciation for the message of
lovespreadbytheWomen'sCenter.
"Love
means
encouragement," Coutermarsh
said. "I think that anyone that
loves you in your life or cares
about you, whether that is a
romantic partner or your friends,
they should encourage you to
be a better version of yourself."

at the Center to create events
that benefit the student body.
"I actually did this idea

"/ think that anyone that loves you in
your life or cares about you, whether
that is a romantic partner or your
friends, they should encourage you
to be a better version of yourself."
- Katie Coutermarsh
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Toreros joined the Women's Center at their event, 'What Does Love Mean To You?' and this was their message.
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Kanye West on being the modern Picasso of music
MANNING POPE
CONTRIBUTOR
Kanye West is standing
at a threshold that very few
musicians ever encounter in
their careers, after releasing
six critically acclaimed and fan
adored albums. This weekend
the Chicago MC released his
seventh studio album entitled
"The Life oBf Pablo (TLOP)"
via Tidal and his own website.
It has been nearly three
years since Kanye released his
last project "Yeezus", a stripped
down, heavy, industrial, and
social-politically charged album
that was as big of a departure
from style as one had ever seen
Kanye take on. The anticipation
of this project was big, while the
final release of the project seemed
rushed by Kanye himself. It was
clear on the first listen that this
project was very premeditatedly
composed in a complete different
manner than his previous album.
Sonically
and
instrumentally, "The Life of
Pablo" introduces the listener to
a soundscape that is somewhat
of a mix between the intensity
of the loud, chaotic, and driving
"Yeezus"instrumentals with a neogospel element that is reminiscent
to Kanye's "My Beautiful Dark
Twisted Fantasy (MBDTF)".
The spiritual metamorphosis of
West's production style, shines
through on songs like "Ultralight
Beams" which he premiered live
on SNL last weekend, "Father

Stretch My Hands Pt.l", "Waves"
and "Low Lights" where the
instrumentals are composed
with the accompaniment of a
church choir, string bass, and
organ or keyboard on occasion.
West is by no means the
only person credited with the
production of "TLOP" and in
typical Kanye fashion; he enlisted
some of the best producers around
the music world, such as Rick
Rubin, Metro Boomin, Cashmere
Cat, Madlib, and Boi-lda, while
composing the 18-track album.
Lyrically,
"TLOP"
revolves around the challenges
Kanye West has encountered such
as marrying one the most infamous
women in the world, becoming a
father to not one but two children,
and carrying his business ventures
into the world of fashion. The
verses
are
braggadocious,
opulent, hilarious, and witty.
On tracks like "Highlights",
"Famous", "Facts" and "30
Hours" Kanye reconfirms his
ability to flow with any of the
best rappers in the world today.
On "No More Parties in LA"
featuring Kendrick Lamar, West
keeps up with the Compton MC
and in many ways shines through
on the track that lasts over six
minutes. The feature list on "The
Life of Pablo" is another strong
point, and again in typical West
fashion some of the best and most
talented musicians and rappers
were incorporated throughout
nearly every track of the album.
The Weeknd, Chance the

,

Kanye West's new album is available to listen to on the music streaming app, TIDAL.
Rapper, Frank Ocean, Kid Cudi,
Ty Dolla Sign, Chris Brown, and
Rihanna all appear and seem to be
perfectly composed into the songs
architecture and instrumentals.
"The Life of Pablo",
acts as Kanye's declaration of
independence from the system
that he felt he was being abused
by in his previous album. It
provides the listener with a
completely
fresh,
dyhamic,
spiritual, yet enjoyable sonic
landscape that is reminiscent
of his last two albums, coupled
with the witty vocal barbs and
catchiness that we have all grown

to expect and love from West.
Although some listeners
will find some of Kanye's lines
to be misogynistic, politically
charged, or arrogant, the absolute
intensity
and
gorgeousness
of
the
instrumentals
and
performances
composed
by
West are overall what shines
through on "The Life of Pablo".
Junior Aubrey Rubin, visual
arts major, compares "TLOP"
to other Kanye West releases.
"It was not a let down, which
means quite a lot with Kanye's
track

record,"

Rubin

said.

of "The Life of Pablo" is not
scheduled for another month,
leaving plenty of time for West
to further tinker with tracks as
he so memorably did over the
past month on social media.
As it stands right now, "The
Life of Pablo" serves as nothing
but a continuation of Kanye
West's creative domination on this
era of hip-hop, and a testament of
West's triumphs over the cultural,
socio-political, and personal
barriers that he faces as a rapper,
designer, father, and friend.
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Aromas opens the mic for the night
"The open mic night had
an amazing atmosphere on
Wednesday and it was great
to see new performers and
open mic usuals," Simon said.
"Everyone was supporting each
other and it created a great vibe."
Senior Andrew Irwin
played an original guitar song
of his, "Beatnik Nation" for the
Aromas crowd. Irwin, amongst
many
others,
appreciated
the opportunity to play in a
comfortable environment where
he could share his talent and
connect with other musicians.
"The quaint warm
feeling of the room allowed for
inspiration to bring aspiring
musicians together," Irwin said.
Unlike musicians such
as Irwin who came with
thoroughly practiced material,
other performers, including
Alencar and senior Brian Lynch,
thrive on improvisation. Both
students performed a well
received,
impromptu
song
in which Lynch and Alencar
handed off freestyle verses.
Other types of talents
included junior Crash Ketcham's
dance
routine
that
lively
provided the audience with
a refreshing change of scene
from the many guitar acts that
tend to dominate the open mics.
Of course, there could
be room for improvement.
Attracting
and
maintaining
audience numbers is always a

MILES MITCHELL
ASST. A&C EDITOR

A dimly lit Aromas
Cafe was reverberating with
the sounds of talented Toreros
on Wednesday night for Torero
Program Board's Open Mic
Night. The first open mic of the
semester featured passionate
student performers who were
eager to share their talents and
meet others who share their
enthusiasm for performing.
Performances
primarily
involved musical talents, but
stand-up and dancing acts
were also included in the
night's entertainment. Some
performers were open mic
regulars while others took to
the spotlight for their first time.
Senior Taz De Alencar
was among the many first-timeperformer acts at open mic.
"I was in class when
I came down for a coffee at
Aromas and saw the whole
set up," Alencar said. "My
friends and I jam all the time,
but I've never played in front
of an audience. So we decided
to sign up for the fun of it."
Audience
members,
were happy to support their
peers and friends in the
intimate setting. Junior Victoria
Simon attended the event and
enjoyed the Torero performers.

58TH

Issue 14
Crossword Answers

challenge. TPB offered Baked
Bear ice-cream sandwiches at
the open mic as an incentive for
people to stop by. As the event
neared its end, the numbers in
the audience slowly fell, but
the performances continued
enthusiastically. Regardless of
the numbers in the crowd, the
sign-up list for the open mic was
completely full for the night and
the entertainment was sustained.
Ketcham believes that
this may be contributed to
a lack of performing arts
in
the
university
scene.
"Since performing arts
are not a part of USD culture,
I feel like this event lets
performers do their thing,
myself included," Ketcham said.
"I went up there and
everybody was so welcoming;
I honestly just felt like I was
jamming in my living room,"
Alencar said. "[The event
had] really good vibes and I
definitely want to do it again."
TPB regularly hosts
the evening event and has
scheduled the next open mic
for April 6. Those interested in
performing, should contact TPB
After Dark Coordinator, Robby
Hanlon for more information.
The ambiance that these
open
mics
provide
keep
student performers returning
and others mustering up the
courage to share their passions
for their first time on the mic.

ANNUAL

Across

3. Crazy
4. Thins
9. Howlin
12. Sexual
13. Piece
14. Sons
16. Together
17. Best
19. Anything
20. Baby
21. Jones

Down

1. Way
2. Brown
5. Hands
6. Falling
7. Always
8. Exception
10. Once
11. Heart
15. Gonna
17. Body
18. Kiss

GRAMMY

AWARDS

Record of the Year

Album of the Year

Song of the Year

Best New Artist

Mark Ronson and Bruno
Mars, "Uptown Funk"

Taylor Swift

Ed Sheeran
'Thinking Out Loud"

Meghan Trainor

'1989'
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Best Music Video

Best Remixed Recording

Best Dance Recording

LJ

Taylor Swift ft. Kendrick
Lamar, "BadBlood"

"Uptown FunkDave Aude Remix"

Skrillex, Diplo, Justin
Bieber, 'Where are UNow'

Louis C.K., "Live At
Madison Square Garden'
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Best Comedy Album
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Torero profile: Marta Stojanovic

USD women's tennis' top player also excels in the academic world
MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22
MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22
This past weekend I spent
a considerable amount of time
watching sports. While this is
nothing out of the ordinary for
me, I did have a realization that
hasn't crossed my mind much
during my 20 years of life. That
realization was that I am getting
old. Not old in the sense of "It's
time to settle down and have
a family" or "I need to start
saving for retirement" but in the
sense that the new wave of dope
athletes are all younger than me.
Take for instance, the NBA's
All-Star Weekend in Toronto. In
the Rising Stars Challenge on
Friday night, players like Kristaps
Porzingis, Devin Booker, and
D'Angelo Russell all had great
games. While this was not a
surprise, given that those guys
are professionals who get paid to
play basketball, and the Rising
Stars Challenge is an exhibition
in which defense is largely
ignored, I was surprised to learn
that all three of those dudes are
younger than me.
While trying to process all
that information the next day,
I watched as college hoopers
Devonte Graham and Grayson
Allen carried their teams to
exciting wins over conference
rivals. When watching Graham
drop 27 points for the Kansas
Jay hawks, I heard the announcers
mention that he was a sophomore,
placing him one year behind
me in school. After Allen hit
his game-winning shot to lift
the Duke Blue Devils over the
Virginia Cavaliers, I did a quick
Google of him. Yup, turns out
he's a few months younger than
me too.
The
quarter-life
crisiscontinued on Saturday night
when Karl-Anthony Towns,
another 1995 baby, won the
Skills Competition. The whole
ordeal led to the inevitable
thought of, "These guys are my
age and participating in All-Star
Weekend. They probably even
get to hang out with Drake in
Toronto. What am I doing with
my life?"
Of course, my life is pretty
good. I get to attend this wonderful
school and get the full college
experience that many young
NBA players don't get. But then,
as soon as I was feeling better,
Zach La Vine and Aaron Gordon
had their instant-classic Dunk
Contest showdown. Both of them
graduated high school in 2013,
the same year that I did. LaVine
is even from the same county as
me. So I guess the saving grace
here is that I am probably a better
writer than any NBA player, even
if my future salaries likely won't
match up with theirs.

Marta
Stojanovic
is
practicing with her University of
San Diego teammates on a sunny
Wednesday afternoon.
It is a normal day for
Stojanovic, who moved to
America from her native Serbian
turf to pursue a career in collegiate
tennis.
After practice she will jump
back into the other field of life in
which she excels, her academics.
Balancing an academic
workload with practices and
matches is nothing new for
Stojanovic.
She is a senior behavioral
neuroscience
major
who
complements her No. 1 spot on
the USD tennis team with a 4.0
grade point average.
For an outsider, these
accomplishments seem as though
they're bordering on impossible.
Finding time to study
behavioral neuroscience at such
a high level while also leading
the tennis team is something that
many college students would
deem slightly insane.
Stojanovic merely says that
it's what she's been doing for her
whole life.
"I was kind of used to it,
back home in Serbia we have
that type of system as well,"
Stojanovic said. "I went to a
really good school [at home] and
I also played tennis."
Of
course, being
so
fully involved in school and
sports requires a high level of
organization and planning for the
weeks ahead.
Perhaps not surprisingly,
Stojanovic is also skilled at
figuring out when to devote her
focus to certain activities.
"I was always good at doing
exactly what I need to do at the
time, and not putting it off,"
Stojanovic said. "I feel like a lot
of times when you're actually
really busy, that's when you're
more efficient as well. There's

the expense of Pacific's Viktoriya
Dzyuba, a freshman from
Ukraine. Stojanovic was able to
outlast her European counterpart
by a score of 6-3 6-3.
Paired with senior Shani
Blecher for doubles, the duo was
able to easily defeat Pacific's
Katie Dyson and Maayan Sala to
the tune of a 6-0 win.
Stojanovic is one of eight
foreign players on USD's roster.
Despite having her roots over
6,400 miles away, Stojanovic
assures that she had no doubts
about coming to America to play
tennis at the NCAA level.
"I knew I wanted to come to
the USA because the system only
exists here," Stojanovic said. "To
be able to go to university and
play a sport, we don't have that
in Europe. So I knew I wanted
to keep doing both [school and
tennis], and that's why I knew
I wanted to come here [to the
U.S.]."
Not only did Stojanovic
achieve her goal of landing in the
U.S., she ended up in one of the
country's most beautiful cities
where the sun is out for nearly 70
percent of the year.
Although she had never
been to San Diego before
enrolling at USD, Stojanovic had
several people in her ear pitching
America's Finest City.
"I mean I heard it was nice,"
Stojanovic said. "I heard it was
a good place, but that's kind of
[how it is] when you're getting
recruited from Europe and you
don't have the opportunity to
come visit."
She admitted that the
decision to embark for San Diego
was a calculated risk.
"It's kind of like a gamble,"
Stojanovic said. "You hope that it
is what you hear it is."
When asked how the city
and school compare to her
expectations, Stojanovic lights up
and looks around at the ambiance
that surrounds her on the USD
campus.
"It's nicer than I thought,

a

I was always good at doing exactly
what I need to do at the time, and
not putting it off. I feel like a lot of
times when you're actually really
busy, that's when you're more
efficient as well." -Marta Stojanovic
also a very good sports system
here at USD that really helped
me.
In her most recent home
performance,
against
the
University of Pacific on Feb.
6, Stojanovic came away with
victories in both singles and
doubles play.
Her singles triumph came at

actually. I didn't know that the
weather is this good," Stojanovic
said. "Everything is so nice. I
heard it was nice, but it exceeded
my expectations."
The weather isn't the
only thing that has been nice to
Stojanovic in her four years as a
Torero.
In her freshman year she

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Stojanovic has been a vital part of USD tennis for four years.
put together a strong season that
"In school I want to keep up
earned her an All-West Coast with the good work," Stojanovic
Conference Honorable Mention.
said. "In tennis I really hope to
She also helped seal an have a good year with the team
upset over the No. 6 Nebraska and also individually. I hope to

a

I am extremely impressed with
the academic and athletic ability
of one person. Marta has managed
to maneuver two elite worlds and
come out successful in the sense of
student life and growth at USD."
- Sherri Stephens
Comhuskers during that 201213 campaign, in addition to a
momentous win over the San
Francisco Dons in the WCC
tournament quarterfinals.
After experiencing a bit of
a sophomore slump in 2013-14,
Stojanovic bounced back as a
junior to lead the team with 14
singles wins.
She also earned her second
straight WCC All-Academic
selection and Inter Collegiate
Tennis Scholar Athlete awards.
Her accolades received
in the classroom have not gone
unnoticed by her head coach
Sherri Stephens.
"I am extremely impressed
with the academic and athletic
ability of one person," Stephens
said. "Marta has managed to
maneuver two elite worlds and
come out successful in the sense
of student life and growth at
USD."
While Stojanovic is still
unsure what life will hold for
her after graduation, she has her
sights set on finishing her senior
year with a bang.

get ranked with the team and do as
best as we can in the conference."
Whether she will make
her way back to her beloved
Serbia or remain in the U.S., one
accomplishment that Stojanovic
is proud of is her ability to spread
knowledge of her home country.
Upon arriving stateshide, she met
many Americans who possess
little to no knowledge about it.
"Yeah, you [Americans]
don't really know about it,"
Stojanovic said. "Usually I get
like, 'Oh it's really cold there?'
They mix it up with Siberia. It's
not that cold. But yeah, it's not a
very known country."
If her homeland must
remain clouded with mystery
here in the states, Stojanovic can
at least bring some notoriety to it
by continuing her success on the
tennis court and in the field of
behavioral neuroscience.
For those looking to watch
her in person, Stojanovic and the
rest of the Toreros will be hosting
the Hawaii Warriors on Feb. 18
before welcoming the Santa Clara
Broncos on Feb. 20.
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Toreros heads to Vanderbilt

15 -

Baseball team to open season against the No. 3 team in the country

WCC Preseason Coaches Poll (first place votes)

1. University of San Diego Toreros,(6)
2. Pepperdine University Waves (3)
T-3. Loyola Marymount University Lions (1)
T-3. Saint Mary's College Gaels
5. Brigham Young University Cougars
6. Gonzaga University Bulldogs
Bryson Brigman 2015 stats (55 games)

Batting average:
On-base percentage:
Slugging percentage:
Hits:
Runs batted in:

.339
.395
.436
74
28

7. Santa Clara University Broncos
8. University of San Francisco Dons
9. University of Pacific Tigers
10. University of Portland Pilots
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Sophomore Bryson Brigman (above) has gained notoriety as one of the best players in the nation. The Toreros are first in the WCC coaches poll (right).
HUNTER JAMESON
Fowler Park will be hosting
Freshman pitcher Nick win the WCC championship,
74 hits, 28 runs batted in, and 39
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

@hjamo
The University of San Diego
baseball season is finally starting
after many months of training,
practice, and anticipation for
such a promising 2016 season.
Last year, the Toreros finished
with a record of 33-22, and went
19-8 in West Coast Conference
play. While these numbers are
definitely above average, the
team was unable to make the
NCAA postseason.
This year's roster is loaded
with talent and brings valuable
experience
from
previous
seasons; this team has the tools
to accomplish a lot in the next
few months. The Toreros open
their 2016 campaign at No. 3
Vanderbilt University, home to
one of college baseball's premiere
programs. The Commodores lost
in the final game of the 2015
National Championship series
against the University of Virginia
Cavaliers, and are looking to
avenge the traumatic loss from
last year. They were, however,
the 2014 National Champions
and have been heavily favored
to make it to the College World
Series in Omaha, Nebraska over
the past five years. This opening
matchup will be a true test as to
whether the Toreros can play
with top-notch competition.
Several Torero players will
give them the chance to win on
any given night, and the first
star that should be highlighted
is sophomore middle infielder,
Bryson Brigman. He held a .339
batting average last season with

runs scored in just his freshman
season. These statistics earned
him a spot on the Louisville
Slugger Freshman Ail-American
team and the title of West Coast
Conference Freshman of the Year.
Brigman is well-respected among
the world of college baseball and
has been listed as one of the top
50 players in the nation coming
into this season. The Golden
Spikes Award released a list of
50 players to watch who have the
potential to win the award, and
Brigman's name was on that list.

Sprengel and sophomore catcher
Riley Adams are two young guns
on the roster with a lot of talent.
Sprengel can consistently throw
low 90s and as a lefthander,
opposing hitters could have a lot
of trouble against him this season.
Adams looks to be a strong bat in
the order after driving in 26 runs
on 43 hits during his freshman
season.
The Toreros have a very
strong non-conference schedule
that should help them later in
the season. USD is favored to

which would give them a spot
in the Super Regional during the
postseason. A team can still make
the postseason without winning
their conference championship,
but doing so requires a strong
record
against
their
non
conference opponents. USD has
a tough non-conference schedule
that includes games against the
University of Arizona Wildcats,
Oregon State University Beavers,
San Diego State Aztecs, Arizona
State University Sun Devils, and
UC Irvine Anteaters.

the Tony Gwynn Memorial
Classic from Feb. 26 to Feb.
28. This is a tournament that
features several elite baseball
programs from around the nation.
The University of Arizona
Wildcats, University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers,
and
Tulane
University Green Wave. Fowler
Park is one of the most beautiful
college baseball stadiums in the
nation and fellow Toreros should
take advantage of the atmosphere
that comes with it. Let the games
begin.

THE GREATEST SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! CAMP
PONTIAC IS COMING TO University of San Diego!

CAMP

Camp Pontiac, a premier co-ed overnight
camp located in New
York State, is looking for fun, enthusiastic and
mature individuals who can teach and
assist in all areas of athletics, aquatics, the arts
or as a general bunk counselor. View our

PONT1AC

website at www.camppontiac.com. To set up
an interview please email
Stefanie@camppontiac.com or call Stefanie at
516-626-7668. Interviews will be held on
Thursday, February 25th 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
in the Career Development Center.
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Supercross rides into Petco Park
last paced, high octane sport captivates Southern California audience
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Miles Mitchell/The USD Vista

Petco Park added another marquee event to its resume, joining last year's Bill Walton Basketball Festival and the upcoming 2016 MLB All-Star Game.
MILES MITCHELL
ASST. ARTS EDITOR
Where one would usually
find a meticulously groomed
baseball field at Petco Park, there
was instead a complex dirt bike
track on Saturday, Feb. 13 for the
sixth race of the Monster Energy
AMA Supercross season.
An adrenaline-filled night
with action packed racing,
crashes, in your face energy drink
sponsorships, pyrotechnics, and
energized announcers kept the
crowd on the edges of their seats.
Eliza Vera, a University of
San Diego alumna, attended the
event, experiencing the racing
sport for her first time.
"Supercross was so rad!"
said Vera. "I loved how involved
the crowd was and everyone was
so excited to be there."
The event at Petco Park
brought the best supercross
athletes in the world to San
Diego, including the top three
riders in the current standings.

Ryan Dungey, the defending
Supercross 450SX champion,
won his fourth race of the season.
This victory increased his
lead in front of Ken Roczen, by
26 points. From the time the gate
dropped to the checkered flag,
Dungey led the 20 man pack of
riders.
While Dungey remained in
first place for all 20 laps, Cole
Seely was never far behind and
placed second.
Junior
Alyssa
Flores
commented on Ryan Dungey's
successful race.
"1 knew Ryan Dungey was
going to kill it since he had just
come off a couple wins at Oakland
and Anaheim," Flores said.
Much of the entertainment
for the 450SX class came
from the battle for third place.
Trey Canard, Eli Tomac, Jason
Anderson, and Roczen all fought
for third place throughout the
race.
The
riders
swapped
positions several times throughout

the race but Roczen was the one
who finally was able to hold on to
the third place spot.
Typically a crowd favorite
rider, Chad Reed, finished in
the top ten but was generally
unaggressive.
Flores
reacted
like
many other Reed fans on his
performance during the race.
"I was kind of disappointed
Chad Reed didn't do so well,"
Flores said. "I just feel like this
whole season he hasn't been
racing like he used to. Right from
his qualifier, I felt like he wasn't
going to take home a win."
In the West regional 250SX
class, Joey Savatgy, won his
second race of the season moving
ahead of Cooper Webb, by three
points.
This win broke a points tie
between both riders. Savatgy
was under a lot of pressure from
Webb, who was closely trailing
behind before he crashed.
Nonetheless, Webb was
able to recover the positions he

lost, eventually passing Christian
Craig, and finishing in second
place.
While the 250SX class
features less powerful bikes
compared to the 450SX class, the
racing was more competitive.
Although the less powerful
bikes restrict riders from taking
certain lines on the track, the race
was much closer than the 450SX
class with many more passes and
battles for positions.
Flores provided her opinion
on the competition during the
250SX race and Craig's racing.
"The 250SX was a lot more
competitive up until the last lap,"
Flores said. "I really thought
Christian Craig had it in the
beginning. He was racing really
well."
The
West
regional
supercross season has primarily
moved within California since
the beginning of January, with
four races between Anaheim and
San Diego and an additional stop
in Oakland.

The series also stopped
in Glendale, Arizona. It's next
race will take place in Arlington,
Texas on Feb. 20. After, the
East regional series will begin
in Atlanta, Georgia. In May,
both series will have a final race
in Las Vegas, Nevada for the
championship.
Supercross naturally attracts
a crowd of dirt bikers and offroad enthusiasts.
Although
a
stadium
supercross course may not be
attainable, most students at USD
who partake in the sport regularly
ride outdoor tracks in Lake
Elsinore, Perris, or Glen Helen,
all just a few hours outside of San
Diego county.
They also commonly visit
off-road recreational areas such
as Ocotillo Wells and various
areas in the Mojave Desert.
The Lake Elsinore dirt track
has a reasonable $15 price for all
rides after 4 p.m., and is an easy
one hour and fifteen minute drive
up 1-5.

